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ADVERTISEMENT, *| 


dicate his firſt Publication from 


aà certain time, to Mr. Jerningham ; he 


ſhould be much mortified, if he could 
apprehend that there was one Senti- 


ment in the following Dedication, in- 


co nſiſtent with the Diſcourſe to which 


r HE Authour had reſolved to dee 


it is prefixed : but he requeſts the can- : 


did Reader to peruſe it only as a Tri- 
bute of Gratitude, of Reſpect, of Mo- 
ral Duty, to a Friend; and not, as im- 


mediately, and intimately connected with | 


.y 
\ 
AT 


the Sermon. 
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warm admirer of intellect, and virtue, I have prefixed, 


\ ta Vv F 
t& * 
N 


" EDWARD JERNINGHAM, EG 


1 * 
— ON after f was hôubured with your + pete 

ance, I determined, on the firſt opportunity. to 
pay you a literary tribute. And I ſhall now, with” 
very great pleaſure, bring my determination to 
effect. _ 


Tuts tribute, Sir, I muft obſerve, is by no means 
unworthy of you. It would be preſumption in me 
to decide in favour of the abilities of my mind: 
But the predominant feelings of my heart are beſt 
known to myſelf. The world are apt to judge of 
the motives of our conduct, precipitately, and malig- 
nantly:— [hey pronounce on the character of our 
principles, on the ruling tenour of our 3 


from trivial appearances, or from a few unguard 
ations. Conſcience, however,. intervenes, with her 
juſt. and lenient hand; and heals the poiſoned wounds 
which Malice had inflicted. 


I thought this tribute, Sir, not otrvobtiy of Ton, 
on account of my invariable ſincerity as a Dedicator. 


Nothing is, to me, more odious, and deſpicable, than 
the common ſtrain of Dedications: Yet, as lam a 


mae to every production that I have uſhered to 
3 the 
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the publick, the unaffected homage of a Scholar, and 
a Poet, to One of Thoſe whom my judgement hid 


ranked among the Wiſe, and Good. But what man 


is judicious whenever he is ardent? The unfecling, 
and contemptible conduct of ſome men hath irrefra- 
gably informed me that I have erroneouſly beſtowed 
unmerited praiſe. I have had the moſt palpable ret- 
ſons to regret the miſapplication of my encomium ; 
but I never had: any cauſe to 1 the ſentiments 
from which it flowed. 


PERN MIT me, Sir, with this occaſion, to retract 


the honours which I had unfortunately proſtituted; 


to tear away the civic wreath, which I had too in- 


genuoully planted on the brow of timidity, ſclfiſhe 


nels, and inhumanity. 


1 could hint a way, by which thoſe injudicious 
addre ſſes might have ſalutary effects on the perſons 
with whoſe names they are introduced. If they 
would condeſcend to read them, at a quiet hour, when 
reaſon has driven folly from the helm if, indeed, 
reaſon ever abſolutely preſides in their minds) They 
might find them uſeful ſatire; for, at ſuch a diſpif- 
ſionate, and important hour, they would, at once, 
tell them what they are net, and what they ought to be. 


TuT I may not. again, be very diſagreeably 
miſtaken, in an epiſtle dedicatory, I ſhall now, in ad · 
dreſſing you, rigorouſly adhere to facts. A great part 


| of what! have to add, muſt, undoubtedly, do Honour 


td 


DEDICATION. vi 
to us both, with ſenſible, and liberal minds. Indeed, 
any rare inſtance of chriſtian conduct will be gene- 
rally applauded, in theory, however generally it may 
be neglected, in practice. Some ſtriking anecdotes 
of our generoſity of conduct, in our poetical and 
moral relation to each other, will, ſurely, with ſome 
propriety, precede a Diſcourſe, which, 1 hope, is 
firmly founded on the diſintereſted, and benevolent 
principles of Chriſtianity; and, therefore, it is poſſi- 
ble that my. Dedication, as a concomitant with my 
Sermon, may eſcape the little tings of ironical cri- 

have been impatient, Sir, openty to avow my re- 
gret, and ſelf. condemnation, for having ſported, in 
a wanton, and idle couplet, with your poetical fame. 
F have already amply, and repeatedly, acknowledged 
my fault; and you have repeatedly favoured me with 
the declaration of: your forgiveneſs. But I ſhall not 
think that Fhave made ſufficient atonement, till I have 
brought my-offence, and your pardon before the world's 
eye. And [beg that may not wound your Catho- 
lick Ort iodoxy, if I affert that a confeſſion is more 
meritorious by being publick, than by being auricular. 


Ar the time of the publication of my three laſt 
Poems, and fince that time, ſome accidents relative 
to you, and me, and ſome parts of your conduct, as 
they related to me, at once, ſoothed, and delighted, and 
mortiſied me. I received a literary preſent from you 
- Which did me very great honour, almoſt at the awry 


* 
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:when the two unfortunate, and guilty lines were irgge 
-vocable. The preſent had been long, and ſhametully 
detained by the * mercantile ruggedne/s of one of that 
race, to whom the delicacy of the Poet is not mere- 
ly ſometimes expoſed, but left a prey, by Thoſe who 
ought to reſcue it from every mercenary and vulgar 
tyrant. Since thoſe lines went abroad, you have, 


-on different occaſions. been zealous, and, induſtrious 


to promote my intereſt, and my honour. What a 
living, and acting, and humiliating fatire, are your 
manners on the malignity, and implacability of man- 
kind! You have adminiſtered a powerful mediciye 
to my mind; which, like other ſalutary, but power- 


ful medicines, has not operated, without giving it's 
-patient ſevere pain. [ know you would not with to 


have checked, or circumſcride! the warrantable, and 


-Judicious. and ſpirited fallies of my Mule; but. I 
truſt that you haye taught her, for the future, 
to explore with care any new regia that may lie 


before her; and, with poetick juſtice, to chuſe her ob- 
jects, before ſhe ſprings her pinions, aud directs her 
fight. | 


To conquer by generoſity, is the nobleſt of victo- 
ries; it reflects a peculiar ſplendour on the Hero; 


and it moſt effectually proſtrates the vanquiſhed, if 
he hath an ingenuous mind. By acting towards me, 
"like 2 truly great man, you have made me ſuffer more 


than 


* See Johnſon's Life of Dryden. 


* . 
p » * 
. 
— 
* * F W's r „ — - 
* * 2 ö . 
£ < „ 5 - -- - „ 89 9 » - 
. - b A * - . * * 
E9⁵ 2 .- » ” 
+ 


DEDICATION. is 


than all my little reviewing, whiſpering, indefatigable 
enemies have effected, in the courſe of twenty years. 
In one quality, I ſometiines flatter myſelf that 1 rg. 
ſemble my illuſtrious Superiours, whoſe parallels we 
ſo ſeldom meet in life, and who are ſo reaowaecd in 
ſtory. The weapons of Competitors, like You, in 2 
moment, wound, and diſarm me: The combined 
forces of dulineſs, malice, and envy, only enliveg 
my ardour, and determine me to kcep the field. 


How well acquainted ought a Poet to be, with the 
objects of his praiſe, or reprchenſicn, ſince i: is in his 
power /o extenſively and durablely, to reward virtue, 
and to puniſh vice; and thus, in /ome degree, to 
ſupply the moral inefficiency of the laws! With what 
induſtry, and accuracy, ſhould he acquire a perfeft 
knowledge of the characters of thoſe Individuals, to 
whom he intends to give their proper ſtations, in his 
important, and reſpectable page! Eſpecially, if the 
objects of his cenſure or eulogy, are within the 
Metropolis; where it is ſo difficult to know the real 
tenour of human conduct, from the immenſe number 
of the inhabitants; from the prejudices of a man's 
enemies; from the partiality of his friends; and from 
the elegant, and almoſt irreſiſtable ſeduction of poliſh⸗ 
ed manners! If the Poet means to aſſert, and ꝓręſexve 
the Dignity of his Divine Art, he ought never to celes 
brate any kind or degree of genius, if it's poſſeſſour is 
deſtitute of every generous. virtue. Some hallowed 
e f che ala gr ſpleadid morality, ſhould 


conſecrato 
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eonſecrate the flame of the Muſes. How ls 
is my ſenſibility at this moment, for a late poetical 

Impiety! I fkimmed over the name of à Jerning- 

ham, with an impertinent levity, in a Poem, whoſe 
ardent eulogy was devotecto One of an oppoſite ſoul ; 
to One, who, in life, as emphatically ſhows a cold, 
and obdurate heart, as in the theatre, She diſplays 
an exuberant, and beautiful imagination; to One, 

whoſe infinite variety of dramatic eloquence, u hile it 

adorns, andexalts the Actreſs, emboldens and confirms 

the Hypocrite ! | 


Bor you have forgiven me, Sir; I know you have; 
and your abfolution would always give more comtort 
and caſe to my conſcience than that of any Archbi- 
ſhop in Europe. For the Prelate's abſolution may be 
only the mere organick ſound of form, and office; 
Tours is the abſolution of ſincerity, benevolence, aud 
correſponding action. 


As a writer, I have more recantations to make, 
But I am afraid they will not be made ſoon; for | ſhall 
not think of producing them, till 1 am certified that 
fome perſons are as ready to appropriate the honoug | 
of Chriſtian forgiveneſs, as I am, to perform the du- 
ties of a proper, and Chriſtian humility. If I could 
hope and believe that the Hierarchy: z whoſe frowns þ, 
aſcribe rather to my merit, than to my faults; to my 
honeſt, and trenuous efforts in the Cauſe of Political 
aud Religious Freedow ;—if could hope, and belirve, 

— that 
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that the Hierarchy would exem plify to Others the 
Spirit of the Goſpel, and condeſcend to meet mein the 
path of lenity, and of peace, with boughs of the Olive 

of Jeruſalem in their hands; 1 ſhould be equal to St. 
Paul's charitable man, in two of his extraordinary 
charaQeriſticks :—I ſhould hope all things; I ſhould 
believe all things. They have never loaded me with 
their favours; but what bears the ſemblance of a fa- 
' Four, may be an abſolute injury, by the ungracious 
manner in which it is given; and by its difproportion 
to the juſt pretenſions of Him who receives it. The 
Men of whom I am ſpeaking I have found=—Danavs, 
ve! Dona ferentes. If I had not ſtruck off the word, 
Timeo, from the quotation, I ſhould have done iujuſ- 
tice to myſelf ; I ſhould have diſgraced my particle of 
that Celeſtial Fire, which animated our Immortal Porz; 
and which beams, with ſo much warmth, and luſtre 


in Tour Numbers. 


I flatter myſelf that it will give you pleaſure to 
be informed, and, perhaps to be convinced, that no- 
thing can extinguiſh, or, indeed, weaken, far any 
time, my love of intellectual perſuits, and of honours 
able fame, I fill keep ardently in my eye, the great 
poetical objects. which, while I was with you in the 
Capital. | determined to realize. I have hitherto been 
detained from my cloſer application to them. by theo- 
logical compaſitions. and by the other Duties of a Pa- 
Tiſh Miniſter. [Theſe Duties are fo pure and ſo ſublimez 


they give ſuch immediate gratification to our heſt 
| t:ncimenty 
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ſentiments, and ate earneſts of ſo much future haf 
pineſs; that I cannot regret the time which they have 
taken from my favourite poetry; from thoſe ſtudies 


which are far more - of ſecular intereſt, and 
of faſhionable applauſe. 


Ir will give you ple iſure to be informed, that am 
every day, endeavouring to atchieve one of the moſt 
arduous tafks, in which human nature can be engag- 
ed; that, by my own reſolution, fortitu le and exer- 
tion, 1 am babi'vating my mind to ſuch vigour 


| ahd force, as to keep it impaſſive to the Snows and 


Heaths of Northumberland; as to keepit alwavs ready” 
for ſtrenuous action, independcei.t of external aid. 
Though ſhades, and ſolitude are very eligible, and ſa» 
cred retreats, to the Votaries of the Muſes, the action, 
the ſpirit, and the variety of highly cultivated life, 
are Jikewiſe it's eminent and powerful auxiliaries. 
They prevent that indolence, that ſtagnation of intel- 
ect, which in ſpite of our moſt manly reſiſtance, is 
apt to ſteal on us in retirement, with a ſilent, but 
powerful invaſion; They excite new ideas, and images; 
and impell the languid mind, with new elaſticity. 


SaTan fays in Milton, „Ihe Mind is it's own 
place. The thought is noble: and for the ſake of 
che thought; for the ſake of that independence, and 


if thoſe perſuits, which more than all other earthly 
objects, 


OED1CAafroh. mY 
Gn, 3 vers, 8nd a 1 will het fe puts 
ble Gor he mind 40 nde td own place. Von for; . 
am fo ſcrupulous, as a Divine, that I will nor aft 


done of the Devil's beſt ſentiments, uncorreQed g 
though i it was put into his m outh by ML rost. 


aner H am camnboting fork dificulties, Gut 1 
may obtdin invaluable esjoyments; whilft 1 a 
| preſſing forward to thoſe acquibtions which ane wall 
wanthy of Man, and fortifying ay breaſt with ge- 
tis] armour z let me take the Uberty to tall Vous 
that I expett the greatelt atchiovements from YOU, 
in the field af Fancy, can: 
and ſimation, | 


© fannmerable are the ineentbves by which Five Mus 
7838 to virtuous exertion; to the acquitt; 
tiom .of deathiefs Fame, The negedary, the ambith- 
cou, yet the madeſt anxiety forthe fate of pour pro- 
ducions, and the care, aod ind Halb · moiſt go- 
venn, and model your anthufaſm, are footbed, and 
| fiinmlawd by che maſt ingen, aud Gikingyitbing 
pte, «ith which 2 Poet cap be kononred I. our | 
cel Gonnyy, Davy aauſpires with genere 
wanne eme prrpetaalonts 
| 7 u ume 
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from-time to time, fire you with freſh ardour for lite - 


Hill, conſecrated to Eternity by POPE, wafts to Tow | 
it's fragrance, and affiſts You to paint, in vivid and 
glowing colours, all the luxuries of Idalium. The 


venerable Oaks of Twickenham or of Windſor, 


are always ready, when nature triumphs, in a moſt 
fertile and blooming region, to embower You, in 
our hours of inſpiration; and, conſequentiy, to pro- 
mote the Immortality of Your Numbers. 


Taz very agreeable and advantageous: akon: 
of Birth, and Fortune, and your reſidence. in- the 
greateſt e Europe, conſpire i in Your . | 
with other auxiliaries,” and incitements, and ſmoothe - 
your road to the Temple of Fame. lt. is partly o. ? 


ing to ꝓropitious Fortune: that our Swan of Fwicke : - 
enham is more illuſtrious than Otway ; hat. He gain - 


ed a brighter, a more extenſive, and a mare durable 


renown.” In ge eneral, whateyers Spot wn Cores d . 
War exiſtence,.an extended; Cir 


wit picaſure, and. inſtruction. Which way ſoever 
You 


ray Gorge LIE F 260 6) do 11 $43 4433 ; iS - 
vo have every. adyaiitige* that can inſpire, and 
| Invigorate the Soul of the Poet. The Thames flows , 
to harmonize Your Verſe: Cooper's Hill; where Cow- 
ley, and Denham inhaled poetical Images; Cooper's 


\ 
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Tou turn, your imagination is ſoothed, recreated, 
and enriched, through the ſenſes, with the Beauty 
or the Grandeur of Nature. Polite, and liberal So- 
ciety ; all the valuable information and ornaments of 
Man that remain in England, in this childiſh and 
fantaſtick age, add their large contributions, to im- 
prove, and aggrandize the Poet. Even in the relax- 
ing and pleaſurable hours of Converſation. your 
Mind is expanded by Knowledge, regulated by Wiſs 
dom, and refined, and embelliſhed by the Graces. 


AM, 
sin, 
Your obliged, | 
and moſt obedient Servang, 
PERCIVAR STOCKDALE 
. ALNWICE, 


Feb, 17, 178k 
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iſt or Samuel, cnAP. xxth, PART or vert zd. 


THESE 18 BUT A STEP BETWEEN 
ME, AND DEATH. 


ESE are the expreſſions of David to Jonathan, 
1 while he was complaining to his friend of the 
perſecution of Saul. They were uſed on a particular 
occaſion; when the ſon of Jeſſe, for his generous 
attachment, and zeal, was in imminent danger of 


his life, from an exaſperated, and vindictive monarch. 
But you will, all, allow, that the remark will bear 
(and without any force on the words) a general, 
and moſt important application. When we conſider 
the ſhortneſs, and uncertainty of human life; the 
prodigious length of time, if we look back to the 


hiſtory of the creation; and when we likewiſe take 
__ 5 : into 
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into our view the infinite duration of eternity ; : every 
_ perſon of this congregation, however blooming the | 
youth, and vigorous the health; however ſanguine, 
and gay the worldly expectations of ſome of us may be; 
every one who hears me, When he properly weighs 
the momentous objects Which! I have here offered to 
your reflexion, may ſay to Himſelf, with regard to 
his earthly exiſtence, what David, in my text, ſays 
There is but 4 Step between me, and 


to Jonathan; 
Death. | 
| Yer ſo infatuated is the conduct of moll of us, 
that if a Being from another ſphere were to obſerve 


our actions, and not know their end, he might reaſon. 

ably ſuppoſ: that we were deſtined to live for ever up- 

on earth. The volu ptuary is as attached to the pleaſures 
of the ſenſes, as if the enjoyment of them was his only 
Foſſible fruition, and the perfection of his nature; as if 
| | he had not. a nobler conſtitution than that of duſt, and 
| aſhes; as if he had not a reaſoning and immortal 
foul! The rich, but moſt ridiculous, or (to ſpeak 2 


— . PR 


more chriſtian language ) moſt deplor able dotard, lays 
the foundation of a ſplendid villa, and images to 
Himſelf his hours of recreation, in a new, and ex. 


tenſiye, 
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tenfive. and beautiful garden, while the houm of 


kis old age are embittered with pain, and while he 
ſtands tottering on the brink of the grave. The 
ambitious man anticipates fame, many centuries after 
he ſhall be, here, no more ;——and, perhaps, long 
after he ſhall have ceaſed to be conſcious of his ſub- 
lunary talents, and atchievements. 


ALI. theſe fatal errors and habits proceed from 
the baneful influence of the preſent, and our ſhame- 
ful neglet of the paſt, and of future time. But 
let us conſider that deith, and life are before us; We 
may be ſaves to the propenſities of the groſs, and 
material part of our frame; or we may be governed 
by our immaterial, and immortal principle ; ve may 
be guided by reaſon, and religion. If we are blindly 
led by the former i imperious, and deſpotick maſters, 
we ſhall be engroſſed, and abſorbed by the objects of 
the preſent moment; we ſhall have no liberal, and 
honourable range of ideas; we ſhall be fixed to 2 
point, like the loweſt animals, whom we moſt de- 


ſpiſe :—if we hearken to the dictates of the maſters 


whom have laſt mentioned, and who are our Liege» 
Lords; I mean, reafon, and religion; —e fhall be 
continually promoting the beſt improvement of our 

nature 4 
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nature; and we ſhall, in time, or in eternity, attain 
it's perfection. We ſhall no longer grovel, and fink, 
even below the brutes; but we ſhall aſſert the glo- 
rious prerogatives of our nature, and imitate Angels. 
We thall form no mean attachment to the moſt cap- 
tivating earthly poſleſſions: — we ſhall make the 
image of Death familiar to us; we ſhall welcome it, 
unaticftedly ; wc ſhall look upon the * Kirg of Terrors 
as the Prince of Peace, as our harbinger to eternal 
bliſs :!——our immortal fouls will perſue, and anti- 
-Time, and all 


cipace an immortality of exiſtence : 
it's toys, will, then, appear to our well- regulated 
imagination, as a ſpeck in the ſun, or as a drop 
in the. occan. 


As Death is a very awful ſubject to our chriſtian | 
TE: Hections, ſo is it a very alarming one to a man, 
' if we conlider him merely as a publick ſpeaker, and 
1 conſequently it ſhould make him very diftident of 
' Vtimfelf. It has exhauſted the genius, and eloquence 
of the moſt celebrated philoſophers, and orators, of 

every cultivated age, and nation. It has neceſſarily em- 
ployed, and called forth the beſt. and brigheſt thoughts 

of our moſt eminent chriſtian divines: —hardly a 

gleaning 


— — 


— 
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gleaning is left for any new adventurer, in this well - | 
laboured field, 1 hope I am not without a proper 
ſenſe of the arduous taſk | have undertaken :—but . 
I take ſome courage, not from any abſurd confi. 
dence in myſelf, but from the infirmity, and unfors, 
tunate inſenſibility which I have obſerved in human 
nature. I vill not pretend to give you any new 
thoughts on the ſubject of Death; nor in a ſcene 
which ought particularly to reach us humility, am I, 
at all, ambitious to ſhine: I only with to be uſeful 
to my fellow-chriſtians. Now, if notwithſlanding 
all the lectures, Pagan, and Chriſtian, which have 
been given to the world, on this moſt important ſubs. . 
ject, we ſtill negle& the proper contemplation of 
Death, and the proper practical uſe of that contem- 
plation, it ſurely will not be impertinent, even once 
more, to urge ſome of the well-known arguments i 
for our frequent, and ſerious recollection of the 
period of our lives. Let us remember, that if thoſe 
arguments are old, they may be ſtrong, too: No- 
thing can wear them out, but a moſt deſireable event; 
—our general adherence to rational, and virtuous, : 
and pious manners. 


WHy were we endowed with memory, and fore. © 
ſizht, and reaſon, but becauſe we are far ſuperiour 
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to every other order of Beings i in the viſible creation * 


why ? but becauſe our exiſtence, and views, and 
happineſs, were not meant to be ſtiated to hit little 


globe; but, moſt probably, to pervade infinite re- 


gions of ſpace, in the inſinite progreſſion of ages! 


Every man living is as certain that he will die, as 


he is certain that he was born; as he is certain that 


the ſun riſes and ſets, or that the rain deſcends: 


The time of our Death is totally uncertain :—it may 
be to-morrow ; or it may be remote how remote? 
At moſt, but a few years. Whoever, here, is at the 
maturity of his life, and judgement, and pleaſures, 
may ſuppoſe, and perhaps, not romantically, that his * 
earthly exiſtence will yet be agreeable to him for 
thirty years: now I will not affront my audience ſo 
much as not to be ſure that you have, all, in thought, 
often expatiated far beyond this little period of time; 
you muſt have revolved in your minds, the dura- 
tion of celebrated ſtates, of mighty empires: I hope 
you have all read your bibles; you muſt, then, have 
revolved in your minds, the duration of the world. 
Think, then, for a moment. and tell me, what is 


the poor, circumſcribed ſpace of thirty years? 
So ſoon paſſeth, it away, and we are gone —ought 
we nat, therefore, to hahituate ourſelves to the proſ- 
pet of Death, which, we know, is inevitable, ; and 


which, we know, is not far diſtant ?!——Ought we 
not 
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not to weaken our aſſections to the objects of this 
world, which are precarious, and tranſitory and 
to 6x them on thoſe pure, and ſublime oO which 
are certain, and cternal | 


lr we have not prudence, and beheben enough 
to withdraw ourſelves often, from an idle, or buſy 
world, and to meditate on the ſhortneſs of life, and 
the certainty of Death, we may take many daily, 
and viſible mementos of theſe too much neglected 
truths. If, when we are on the verge of old age, 
we compare the elevation of our minds, but eſpecially 
our external form our periſhable part; with what 
we were in the meridian of life; when youth ſtrung 
our nerves, fluſhed our cheek, and ſparkled in 
our eye; what mortifying, yet what uſeful informa» 
tion, do we receive fram the compariſon ? What 
a revolution; what a matamorphoſis, are we obliged 
to acknowledge, in ourſelves ? How forcibl y, how 
oracularly, do we learn, that we are approaching to 
our diſſolution ? But if our perſons are obſtinately 
flattered by our fancies, by our mirrours, and by 
ſelf-adulation ; perhaps we may be leſs partial to the 
perſons and aſpects of our friends, in whoſe ac. 
quaintance our early youth was paſſed, and in whoſe 
a Report we have — old i—iheir Yices deeply 


marked 


q 
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. 
h 
{ 
b 


marked with the furrows of time; their eyes, funk, 
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and deſtitute of their former luſtre; and their wither- 


ed, and palſied hands, will, ſurely, give us a ſolemn, 


and infallible warning of our approaching fate; will 
break the weak ſpell of all our agreeable deluſion ; 
and Ict in, melancholy, but wholeſome truth, upon 
our minds; unleſs, indeed. we are ſo irremediably in- 
fatuated, as to imagine that we are favoured with a 
ſingular exemption from the univerſal lot of morta- 
lity. Surely, if we ever entertain ſuch images, and 
meditations as theſe (and we ouzht often to entertain 
them) we ſhall fav to corruption, if we never ſail 
ſo to Him before, Thou art my father ; and to the worm, 
thou art my mother, and my ſiſter. Job. chap. xvii. v. 14. 


I believe I have already hinted, that frequent, and 
ſenſible, and truly religious meditations on Death, 
will tend, as much as any other-part of our chriſtian 
diſcipline, to fortify us againſt the worſt accidents 
of life, and to enable us to ſet a juſt value on it's 
objects, and poſſeſſions, We cannot think of the 
awful, and deciſive event that is to ſever us eternally 
from this world, with that expanſion, and accuracy 
of thought which it demands, without inviting to 
our memory, and reflexion, all the collateral per- 
ſuaſives to practical philoſophy. When we are in 
ah and diſpoſition peculiarly adapted to admit 

ſalutary 
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e truths, it is then demonſtrated to us; with 
indiſputable conviction.— chat health, the foundation 
of all our terreſtrial felicity, is fluctuatin g. and ex- 
tremely uncertain chat riches make themſelves 
wings, and flee away or, if they abide with us, 
"they are the inſtruments rather of our miſery than of 
our happineſs, unleſs we are adorned, and armed with 
thoſe virtues which are to fouriſh beyond the gravez 
and that even in friendſhip, which moſt powerfully 
mitigates our woes, and reſines our pleaſures ; that 
even in friendſhip we cannot place a full confidence; 
ſince it is profeſſed, and practiſed by that ſelfiſh, and 
capricious Beitig, Man. In thoſe hours of retire- 
ment, and of impartial, and eaſy ſpeculation, we 
likewiſe aſſuredly learn, that we cannot be victims to 
ſenſual pleaſure, without ſhamefully degrading, and 
debaſing our nature, and without bringing on our- 
tlves inevitable, and ſevere, and permanent miſery, 
even in this world. We then ſce clearly, without 
an atom of obſcurity, or of doubt, that it is the 
great, and indiſpenſable duty of a reaſoning, and im- 
mortal Being, ſtrenuouſly, and aſſiduouſly, to culti- 
vate all the graces of the mind; which are our 
brigliteſt ornaments, our ſureſt fund of heart -felt, 
and unſpeakable ſatis faction, here ;—and will be our 
only warrant (under the merits of Chriſt) and the 

C | principal 
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.principal-conſtituents. of our eternal e drs 
. after. | 


i To the ferious conſideration of the period of our 
nves. which is naturally accompanied by ſo many 
| | .other moral, and religious documents, we are called, 
and ſolicited, by many emphatical, and beautiful paſ- 
Hges of Scripture. I ſhall beg leave to quote you 
ſome of them on this occaſion; as from Scripture 1 
wiſh: to draw all the force of my diſcourſes ; and 
from the ſame: Scripture, to ſtrengthen, and ſupply 
their numerous: weakneſſes, and imperfections. 


* know (fays Job) that Thou wilt bring me to Death, 
and to the Houſe appointed for all liuing We all 
know this as well as Job did; let the knowledge, 
then, have as good effects on Us, as it had on Him. 
Job. chap. xxxth. v. 23d. Lord, let me know m 
end, ſays David, and the number of my days, that I may 
be certified how long ] have to live: Behold, thou ba- 
ith made my days as it were a ſpan long, and mine age is: 


5 even as nothing in reſpect of Thee; and verily. every 
man living is altogeiber vanity. Pſalm. xxxixth, v. 5th, 


th. In theſe two verſes, very uſetul, and noble ob- 
jects are comprehended. | am inclined to think that 
the Pſalmiſt, by wiſhing , in the former verſe, to know - 
the number of his "ay uſes the bold oriental. idiom, 
and 
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and only prays ta God that he may be properly, and 
effectually impreſſed vith che idea of the brevity af 
life. In the latter of the two verſes, tlie fhortneſs of 
human life is deſcribed and painted in very ſtrikig 
colours: and the weakneks and vanity of mortal pride 
are. ſublimely contraſted with the majeſtick i images af 
Elernity, and of God! . VS 


My laſt quotation prohibits me Weg 
you any more; for it reminds me of our mot pa- 
therick and beautiful funeral ſervice, which, permit 
me to recommend to your frequent peruſal, aad me- 


ditation. In that fervice you have ſotnie 67 the hap- ] 
pieſt collections, and compoſitions that Fer were 
formed by. man. You have, there, every affecting 
ſtroke that can ſoften, and exalt the heart o of a Chriſ- 
tian. Surely, it myit, have prodigious, aud: admirable 
effects. on a gend mind; for I am certain, that, when 
that ſervice i is properly pronounced, on the occaſion 
of a funeral, it would even bring an Atheilt (if there 
is really ſuch a monſter upon earth) to the ſtate of 
St. Paul's other Devils," It would make him, for 2 a 
moment, believe, and tremble. No religious com mu- 5 
nĩty upon earth has ol fine 2 ſervice as this. The | 
heart of -every - ſenſible, and. impartial perſon _— 
hears me; is in ani with what I am aſſerting. 
2 gives me a particuhi pleaſure, my fellow. 
14. * 
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| cChriſtians, to ſay ſo much, and with ſo much truch 
| without the leaſt exaggeration, in honour of a cele - 
| brated part of the moſt N üturgy of * church 
| of England, 


My reference to our funeral ſervice brings me na- 
| turally, and i in order, to the melancholy cauſe of 
| my addreſſing you, to-day, from this place. I had 
| not, hitherto, forgotten my principal object: But 
BW ſcaſonable chriſtian obſervations, and chriſtian doc- 
| trine may be of very great ſervice to the many ſur⸗ 
viving friends of our worthy brother, lately depart- 
| ed ;—to Himſelf, the moſt elaborate, and fineſt pane- 
| gyrick would be of little avail. | 


1g Yer the wiſe man tells us That the memory of the 
Juſt i is ble eſed. Prov. chap. xth, v. 7th. If it is bleſſed, 

of God; it certainly deſerves the attention; the reve- 
rence; the] honeſt praiſe of Man. | 


Wirn reg gard to myſelf, before I 97 any als 
of the character of the good Clergyman. whoſe aſhes 
lie very near to us all, I ſhall take the liberty. to premiſe, 
that I undertook this melancholy, but, I hope commen- 
dablepflice, from two motives: I was deſired to under: 
take it, by the lacumbent of this church ; and the ami- 

able qualities of the deceaſed invited my compliance, l 
If I have likewiſe the happineſs to give any virtuous. 
_ 
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and affectionate pleafure to the friends of the Depart- 
ed, I ſhall be 0 repayed _ a 2 * OUS 
funeral oblations Add Aon ha. m j˖ẽ QZ 


hs my younger years q was $ acquainted with Him 
myſelf; ; but much time ha th elapſed lince that a acquain- 
tance. What I knew of Him, then, was conſiſtent 
with all that I have ſince heard of Him. And what- 
ever tribute I ſhall pay to his memory from good re- 
port, ſhall flow from very diſtinguiſhing, and gene- 
rous, and indubitable authority. I am afraid that it 
is not ſo unuſual as it ſhould be, to flatter, even from 
the pulpit ; But ſacred ground ſhall never be ſo pro- 
faned by me;—belides, do not you think the man 
would be very ingenious who could aſſign one plau- 
fible reaſon for my OY the _ fad ol 


W on chis day 5 8 1 „l 


Ip my bd brother had been merely a 2 man 
Who was liked by every body, I ſhould not. raw» 
thought him worthy of any publick honours. To 


have no enemies; or, to be a very good ſort of 2 
man; or to be generally liked, as the phraſe runs, 


18 often the lot of a perſon who poſſeſſes not one 
virtue, except dl iſeretion z it is often the lot * a mere 
human vegetable. The harmleſs, and inactive crea- F 


ture, who never wounds the ſelf. love, who never 
: excites 
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excites the envy of mankind, Gill, more prohn bby, 


receive the apparent marks of reſpeft; from the world, 
than the generous, and noble character, whoſe ſaul is 


above all acts of ſervility, all improper condeſcenſion. 


Let us leave thoſe hlanks i in the creation, to be filled 
up, cither by too unſparing ſatire, or by, unmerited 
panegyrick; ; ſuch negative goodneſs hardly admits of 
one aſſertion in it's favour; let me pals on to poli- 
tive, and actual merit: let me ſpeak. to the amiable, 

to the beneficent yirtues of One, whoſe name you, 
will long mention with a ligh of tender neſs and regret. 


I pleaſed proyidence to keep him always in the tax 
tion of an inferjopr Clergyman.. A ſlation much to 
be reſpected, yet, often. much to be deplored, When 
it is the ſituation of a good man Ayr it is often con- 
tracted, ſtraitened, and made painful, by the very 
perſon, whoſe ſtudy. whoſe, pride it ſhould be, to 
make it « eaſy, commodious, and comfortable. But 
you will all agree with me, that he was connected, in 
this town, with two mild, and benevolent Pariſh. 5 
Priefts. T heir treatment of Him. was goed an ners, ; 
and brotherly kindneſs; bis return, was, content, fatifs 
faction, and gratitude to heaven, for i it's humble, but ; 
heart-felt gifts. This, I believe, will nat be miſtaken - 


tor a general compliment to the Living: uut, I am iure 
it 


E. — 
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It is 1 fincere; and if I do not greatly &r, it is an 
ene teſtimony to the reputation of the Dea; 


15 \ 


Hi $ manners were plain, and fimple; but the re. 
verſe of diſpleafing. His converſation was cha- 
racterized with ſerenity, cheerfulnels, and benevo- 


lence: though, relatively to. the perlons with 
whom he aſſociated, it had, perhaps, tn ſome in 
ſtances, too much reſerve, and implicit deference. 
—But this reſerve, and deference, I make no 
doubt, rather originated from his great modeſty, and 
difidence of Himſelf, than from any improper; and 
unmanly fear of Others. One, however, of his ſociak 
properties, 1 ſhall here mention, with delight; wit 
a delight, which actually alleviates my concern for 

his death: It is fo exemplary; and it ſo agreeably | 
embalms his memory. He was remarkably tender 
of his neighbour's reputation. Concerning the faults 
of others He was ſilent; or if they were dwelt on, 
unkindly, he would ſoften them, and endeavour to 
throw them into friendly ſhades. But he took a par- 
ticular pleaſure in reporting good actions, and in 
diſplaying the bright parts of a character, which was 
blended, no doubt, as all human excellencies are, 
with remarkable defects. This n oral behaviour was 
an infallible criterion of a humane, and generous 
heart: it proved that he was a friend of mankind. I © 
am ſorry to oblerve that it is not the way of the world. 
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If the laudable parts of ,a man's conduct are liberally 
mentioned in ſociety, you may be almoſt certain that 
his worſt faults will not be left out of the deſcription : : 


| Day, tis ten to one, but they will be very much en- 


larged, and exa ggerated - perhaps the amplification 
will be made by ſome very devout, and pious perſon, 
from his extreme abhorrence of all vice. He wil 
pretend a zeal for the cauſe of religion, and of Chriſt, 
in the ſame breath with which lie mutders chriſtian 
* 


> 5 


Ir i is a very remarkable, and i in my. humble opinion, 

a very engaging ancedote of our late worthy. friend, 
that he -was perſonally acquainted: with, perhaps, 
all his pariſhioners. And it reminds me of an afſer- 
tion which was made to n ſeveral years ago, 
by our illuſtrious Engliſh Genius, who has lately left” 
this world;—that a Clergyman ſhould converſe with None 
but his Pariſhoners. The aſſertion was, undoubtedly, 
too reſtrictive, and ſevere for modern times it was 
made, however, by One who had a moſt penetrating 
mind; and it proceeded from the true ſpirit of chriſ- 
tianity. It not only juſtiſies, but recommends that 
extenſive perſonal knowledge of a pariſh which He 
had. whoſe reſidence among you, though it was long, 
I am certain, your preſent feelings tell you, was too 


ort. How, indeed, can a Clergyman difcharge 
completely 
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completely, and conſcientiouſly, ſome of the moſt 
important duties of a parochial Miniſter, if He id 
ranger to the characters, and ſituations of moſt of 
the individuals of his pariſh How can he relieye 
that bodily or ſpiritual indigence with which he is te- 
tally unacquainzed ?—This. doctrine would have a 
very rugged, and ruſtick ſound in the ears of many 
of our ecclefiaſtic'! dignitaries, who are chathed in 
purple, and fiae linen, and fare ſu notuouſiy every day. 
The practice of it would ill ſuit Their falſe deli ic, 
and their fiſtidious minds. Incoxicated with the ru. 
culous pride of family, and with te:nporal dominion, 
which p1tions, in men of Heir profeſſion, are pars 
ticularly profane, They certainly ought to be ſeverely 
reminded, that our Saviour ate, promiſcuouſly, with 
Publicans, and Sinners, with men of all ſtations; and 
characters, to promote univerſal good; that He et 
tered, with equal alacrity, the apartments of the Rich? 
and the cottage of the poor widow; to diffuſe hf 
pure precepts, and to adminiſter his divine conſola! 
tion; and that He exerciſed, Himſclf, one dr de 
lowelt of mechanical profeſſions ; thus reproving, one 
would think, by anticipation, the pride of thoſe fa- 
ture. hypocrites, ., whoſe manners were to be thoſe of 
Caiaphas, or Ananias, whilſt They would preach the 
goſpel of the meek, and crucified. Jeſus! 
D - + Wan 


— — * 
It: "WO — — 


So 


8 —— SL 


—_ A FUNERAL 


Tus defcription of our late worthy Clergyman, 


who was, much to his credit, the reverſe of every 
High Prieſt, and who, as We have /o Him, has, I make 
uo doubt, gained heaven, riſes, in it's materials, as I 


-proceed. How delightful it is to a heart that has 


any goodneſs, to give virtue it's merited praiſe! He 
Was an aſſiduous viſitant of the ſick, and the indi- 
gent; not only as a Clergymin, but as a Min; not 
barely and coldly, officially; but impelled by a relt- 
gion prior even to reyelation; impelled by that ſeas 
Sbility of heart, which felt ſtrongly for the calami- 
gies of mankind. Many a poor, forlorn inhabitang 
of this town hath experienced the word of his con- 
lation, and the gift of his beneyglence. I know 
that He was induſtrious to relieve the wants of the 
unfortunate, and the friendleſs : he was not ſatisfied 


with ſuch occaſions of doing good as accidentally 


came into his way; he inquired tor opportunities to 


perform the duties of the charitable man; in ſhort, 
the cauſe of diſtreſs which He knew not, he ſearched outs 


9 I Eno too, that ſuch as his humanity was to the 


poor, ſuch was his kindneſs, and liberality to uns 


fortunate friends. 


Tu fair and true teſt of charity, is not. the ab. 


| ſolute and independent value of the preſent, but it's 


real value to the giver, A ſhilling given by one man, 


may be 2 greater mark of generoſity, than n thou- 
fand pounds given by another. Away. then, with 
that ſtupid, and fawning applauſe, which Gdefcants 


on the oſtentatious, and frivolous gratuitics of a Peer 


(frivolous, I infiſt, to the donor) but will not ſee, or 
acknowledge the modeſt, and unaffected generoſity 
of a private, and circumſcribed Gentleman. Ought 
Kot theſe ſycophants to bluſh for their partiality, when 
They recollect our bleſſed Saviour's compariſon of 
the ſplendid giſts of the rich men to the treaſury, 
with the boundleſs liberality of heart of the poor 
widow, with her two mites, which made a farthing? 
If, therefore, we eſtimate beneficence juſtly ; I mean, 
by the pecuniary abilities of Him who confers it, the 
dleceaſed Curate of this place was more magrnanimous 
In his acts of bounty than any Prince in Europe. 1 


um confident that I am not romantick ; I ai ſpeak- 
Ing forth the words of truth, and ſoberneſs. 


Hs had, doubtleſs, his imperfections, and faults : 


laviſh, and undiſtinguiſhing praiſe of the dead, is ra- 
ther mockery than ingenuous, and reputable enco- 
mium. If his humility was, ſometimes too low, and 
rather forgetful of the dignity of the moſt reſpect- 
able, and honourable of profeſſions, it ſhould, at moſt, 
Incurr the gentleſt degree of animadverſion, ſince it 
was cxtremely eutballanced by his many cnodcaring 


I 
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qualities. 
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qualities. The improper, and injudicious humility 
wich He, perhaps, ſometimes ſhowed, ſhould cer- 
taiuly be freely, and cheerfully pardoned by our Su- 
p*riours in the church, till They become conſpicuous 
tor a proper, a judicious, a chriſtian humility. 


It may be here objected by cavil, that I have been 
Irculcutiag great humility, and cenſuring it, almoſt | 
in the ſame breath I ſhall anſwer this objeaiol, 
only by obſerving, that a virtuous, and moſt laudable 
 Tririr, is a very different quality from pride, and ar- 
rogance; that there can indeed be no true virtue 
without this 1; lpirit; ; that we vught never to 1 clinguilh 
it, unleſs we chuſe to be troducn under foot of men; 
and that it id altogether conſiſtent with the ſpit of 
the Coſpd; for Chriſt hin: felt, the Priuce of Peace 
our divinc example of the utmoſt lenity and mildncis, 
freq uentiy re proved the im poſitions, and the inſolence 
of the Scizbes and Ph alice, wich an open and con- 
trouling ardour. Chriſtian huunulity is, by no means, 
a paſitve, abject, and ſervile quality: it can be caſy, in- 
deed, and. tamiliar, even in the cottage ; but when 
conſc ience gives the facred word of command, it will 
be fred with a generous flame; it will reſiſt the un ware 
rantable, and arbiteary cdicts, even of Kings. 


Tux univerſal tribute of regard, and afſetion which, 
was payed a few days ago to his memory, in this - _ 
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ghurch, warrants all the well-founded, and 208 


eulogy which I have given Him, and did Him the 
greateſt honour, in the ſight of God, and of all ſen- 
fible, and good men. He lived, I believe, twenty 
ſeven years among you: in that time, you muſt, 
have been thoroughly acquainted with his real cha... | 
rater ; and though he neither poſſeſſed, nor affected, | 
urbanity of manners, in it's beautiful perfection; 
that charming fluency, and flexibility of addrefs, and 
language, which too often prevails with us to dif- 
penſe with virtue, and to perdon, or | indulge, fa- 
ſhionable vices; he had thoſe funeral honours, with 
which the obſequies of any future CHESTERFIELD will 
never be graced. On Tueſday laſt, in the afternoon, your 
Church was crouded, at the call of efteem and ſorrow - 
people in ſuperior ſtations, ſeverely regretted the loſs 
of an eaſy, and agreeable companion, who was always . 
cautious not to offend, and always zealous to do good: 
—and numbers of the poor, arid neceſſitous, feeble" 
with age, and ſtung with grief, while they were ſhi- 
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vering with cold, told you, by their ſighs and tears, 


that they had loſt a comforter, and a friend. If it was 


poſſible to teach prudence, and true wiſdom, to the re- 
ſiſtleſs ardour of ambition, the nobleſt faculties of the 


head, with all their dangers, and difficulties, and pains, 
would give up thei? future laurel, and extended fame, 


if they could be ſure of ſuch trophies as 7he/e, after 
"wo 
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&anficat, and momentary ſentiment; but let them 
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they expired, for the ineſtimable virtues of the - 


Lzr us now conſider, in a very few words, what uſe 
we ought to make of the affecting, and edifying ſcene 
Which has paſſed before our eyes, and in our imaging» 


. 


Tux many ſurviving friends of the Deceaſed, may, 
Row, be ſatisfied with their late conduct, as it re- 
lated to Him; they have given the warmeſt teſtimony 
of their regard for his memory. I hope, too, that I 
may add (without preſum ing raſhly to judge of the a» 
wards of the Deity) that they need not be anxious for 
his eternal deſtiny. I truſt, that the memories, and 
kearts of all, here, who knew him, have already given 
their ſuffrage to the truth of the character which I have 
drawn :—Ddurely, then, we need not doubt, that He is, 


now, numbered among the children of God, and that bis les 
fs among the Saints! Wild. chap. v. ver. 5. 


It remains with Us, who have yet life and health be- 
fore us, to make every ſuch event, as the deat! of our 
late friend, while it preſſes upon the heart, conducive 
to our improvement in virtue, and piety. And let no8$ 
the good conſequences of theſe events, die away is 


_ oroughly 


thoroughly influence, and regulate the whole tenous 
of our life and converſauon, Man was born, not only 


to feel, but to reaſon; not only to image, but to act; 
let us prove then, hy our conduct, that we are far a- 
bove the ſcale of the anĩ mal creation; which have their 
feelings and affections; their joys, and their ſorrows, 
as well as we. | 


Ir, thus, by our reſolution, and obſervance, we ac« 
quit ourſelves like Men, the ſage and pious remark of 
Solomon will be verified in cur lives: it will, then, e- 
vidently be betier 10 go to the houſe of mourning, (which is 


the end of ail men) than to the houſe of feaſting : far the 
Living will lay it earne/ty, and practically, to heart. 


| God grant (to conclude with the words of one of the 
excellent Collect: of our Church, that we may ſo paje 


through thi ug temporal, toat we finally ls not the things 
eier nal. 
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